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Positive words sound like: strong, peaceful, delicious, new, inventive, cheerful, fast, collaborate, compromise diligent. 
Negative words sound like: bias, brazen, condescend, rude, tension, harmful, tired, struggle, hamper. 

Put a + next to words that sound positive, and a – next to words that sound negative. (Hint: columns 1 and 2 are synonyms; columns 3 and 4 are too!)

	Null
	Void
	Wisdom 
	Sagacity 

	Gifted 
	Special 
	Abdicate 
	Give up

	Unpleasant 
	Bad
	Spontaneous 
	Impulsive 

	Hateful 
	Abhor
	Superfluous 
	Unnecessary 

	Respect 
	Honor 
	Vindicate 
	Justify 

	Perfidious 
	Disloyal 
	Reconcile 
	Agree 

	Enervating 
	Tiring 
	Reclusive 
	Hermit

	Spurious 
	False 
	Pragmatic 
	Practical 


DECODE WORDS

Even if you don’t know the exact meaning of a word, you know a lot if you 
can decide it is a POSITIVE or NEGATIVE word! (Words above are from 
the most common SAT vocabulary lists.)

BetterEST



EST is a suffix put at the end of a word to mean THE MOST
EST can mean something is THE MOST positive or THE MOST negative

· THE MOST POSITIVE: fastest, kindest, smartest
· THE MOST NEGATIVE: yuckiest, weakest, slowest

Describe yourself using three POSITIVE EST words. Think about how you treat friends, the way you do schoolwork, how you play games or a hobby you love. Get creative – these don’t have to be real words! Then draw your favorite EST!
1. _____________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________
3. _____________________________________________

